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CAPTAIN BARRY J. PEPPER, C34318, b{l]. New Zealand Infantry Regiment, attached to
Forces Armee' NationaleKhmere (FANK) Army Advisory Croup, Dong Ba Thin Training
Battalion, distinguished himself by his exceptionally meritorious service in
comnnection with military operations against a hostile force in the Republic of
Vietnam during the period !lreh through November 1972, While serving with the

U. 8. Army Advisory Group, CPT PEFPER was' the Chief of the Operations and Tr
Section, and Officer-In-Charge of the Training Committes of the Dong Ba Thin
Training Battalion. Essentially, Dong Ba Thin Training Battalion exists for the
sole purpose of training Cambodian soldiers and for organizing them into combat
effective battalions. As Operations Officer, CPT PEPPER was-obliged to supervise
all training and organization of Kimere units in Dong Ba Thin, With immense
responsibilities and in a position erucial to the suecess of the Dong Ba Thin
Training Battalion, CPT PEFFER performed his duties with great personal force and
direction, maintaining contrel over an ever changing, ever tense situation.
During his tenmure as Operations Officer at Dong Ba Thin, CPT FEPFER earmed the
respect of every NCO and officer alike for his personal ability to handle so
many diverse operations simultaneously,and his quick attention to the details and
personal interests of each of the plrsgmnl assigned to him, When a more senior
CAPTAIN came to Dong Ba Thin, CPT PEFPER exclusively directed his attemtion to
the Training Committee; As OIC of the Training Committee, CPT PEPFER was solely
responsible for the preparation of all instruction and for the maintenance and
construction of all training areas, facilities, and training aids. With a mixed
force of US and NZ instructors organized into three subcommittees, the Training
Committee conducted all formal instruction at Déng Ba Thin, With ever 1700
Cambodian troeps in training at any time, and up to 24 separate c lasses being
conducted simultaneously, CPT PEPFER's duties and responsibilities were as
demanding, requiring mn osbu- personal supervision, as they were in the
Operations Section, s energies never lagged, While performing

his duty as OIC of the Training c_itho. he worked long, arduous hours menitoring
the training presented. He was constantly conceiving and planning new concepts
to improve training, ' Due to the debilitating effect ont hejstrength and morale
of Vietnamese units after the North Vietnamese Army's mejor epring offensive,
several key instructors from the FANK Training Command were semt to training sited
all over Vietnam to retrain, refit and reorganize Vietnamese divisioms,

resulted in §#wfold increase in the instructor work load, CPT FEFPER spent long
hours carefully scheduling instructor schedules and reorganizing troop schedules
to allow training to contimme unsbsted, His hard work and personal efforts
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17. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (Cont'd):

contributed appreciably to the continued success of Dong Ba Thin's
operation, and to the continued quality performance and great
forts of his instructors., CPT PEPPER epitomizes the
hly motivated professional soldiers; the respect and esteem he
earned from his 'S associates is commensurate with his steadfast
and exemplary performance of his duties. He personally has had a
great effect on the training mission of Dong Ba Thin and on the
A of the overall mission of the FANK Training Command. CPT
outstanding dutv performance was in keeping with the
highest traditions of the United States Army and reflects great
credit upon himself and e military service,
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